
achary Carson was just 17 years old when he was 

diagnosed with a diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 

(DIPG), an extremely rare and inoperable brain 

tumor. Despite this shocking and scary diagnosis, Zach 

remained optimistic, and galvanized his family into 

action to raise funds for DIPG research.

 “It was important for us to remain hopeful and  

do something for Zachary and other children who would 

be diagnosed in the future,” said Roberta Carson, Zach’s 

mother. “Zachary was very enthusiastic  

about fundraising.”

 Zach and his family planned fundraising events 

and raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in just 

two years to support DIPG research at Dana-Farber’s 

Pediatric Brain Tumor Center. Before he passed away 

after a valiant 27-month battle, Zach asked Roberta to 

promise to continue fundraising to help children with 

DIPG. Roberta and her husband, Paul, have made it their 

mission to honor that promise, and they established the 

Zachary Carson Brain Tumor Fund in his memory.

 In addition, Roberta and Paul will pay tribute to Zach’s 

kind and thoughtful legacy with a generous bequest to 

Dana-Farber in their estate plans.

 “There is no better way to honor the memory of a 

loved one than through a bequest,” said Roberta.  

“I think you can find a balance between honoring 

someone through a cause close to your heart and still 

taking care of your heirs. It does not have to be all or 

nothing, and every gift is meaningful.”

 Even though he knew a cure would not come soon 

enough for him, Zach wanted Roberta, Paul, and his 

brother, Jacob, to continue moving Dana-Farber’s 

mission forward. The Carsons’ bequest will do this 

by providing vital future funding for the progressive 

research Zach hoped would lead to a cure.

 

 

 “Bequests are important because they allow  

Dana-Farber to count on future funding and they are an 

affirmation of donors’ faith in the institution,”  

said Roberta. “Our bequest is a meaningful way to fulfill 

our promise to Zach, honor someone we love, and 

support a great institution with cutting-edge research 

and treatment.”    

 Help Dana-Farber save more lives and improve cancer 

survival rates by making a bequest to fuel our lifesaving 

mission. It is as simple as placing the following language in 

your will: “I bequeath (a specific amount, a portion of your 

total or residual estate) to Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Inc., 

450 Brookline Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02215.” 

 If you would like more information on how to honor a loved 

one, physician, or nurse through a bequest to Dana-Farber, 

please contact Alice Tobin Zaff, Assistant Vice President, Gift 

Planning, at 800-535-5577 or alice_zaff@dfci.harvard.edu.

Bequest honors memory of compassionate teen  
and a promise to help others
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The Carson Family: Roberta, Jacob, paul, and Zach

Learn	more	about	bequests:	dana-farber.org/bequestgifts
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oday’s shifting tax environment has a direct 
effect on philanthropy. Christopher D. Perry, 
Senior Vice President and Senior Fiduciary 

Officer at The Northern Trust Company in Boston, 
informed guests at this spring’s estate planning 
seminar, “Charitable Giving and the Changing Tax 
Landscape,” how new tax laws would impact their 
estate planning, their families, and the charities 
most important to them. Perry led an engaging 
presentation and question-and-answer session 
about the effects of today’s tax climate on one’s 
philanthropic intentions. 

T
Estate Planning Seminar
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Left	to	right:	Laura	Hennessy,	Chris	blood,	dana-farber	society	
member	tina	blood,	Cody	blood,	doris	Kearns	goodwin,	and		
dana-farber	society	member	Jeff	blood

n recognition of their remarkable investment in 

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund’s future,  

Dana-Farber Society (DFS) members were celebrated 

at the 24th annual DFS Dinner.  The evening not only 

honored the commitment of DFS members to conquer 

cancer, it also commemorated the rich history of  

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund.  Doris Kearns 

Goodwin, renowned 

presidential historian  

and Pulitzer Prize-

winning author, was the 

keynote speaker. 

    Doris, a masterful 

storyteller, inspired guests 

with her moving and 

humorous tales of former presidents, family, legacy, and 

baseball.  Dana-Farber President and CEO Edward J. Benz 

Jr., MD, closed the evening by sharing his hope—and the 

collective hope of all DFS members—that Doris will one 

day write the book about when all cancers were cured. 

   The Dana-Farber Society provides a critical source 

of philanthropic funding, allowing the Institute to 

accomplish more for its patients and their families while 

planning for the future. More than 800 society members 

are investing in the future of cancer care through their 

estate plans.

dana-farber	society	members	meg	and	brooks	robbins

dana-farber	society	member	eileen	Kaplan	and	her	sister	
beverly	raymond

dfs	dinner	keynote	speaker	doris	Kearns	goodwin	with	
institute	trustees	and	dana-farber	society	Co-chairs	
barbara	and	James	sadowsky

donna	townsend	and	dana-farber	society	member	
miriam	alpert
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Anonymous members: 23

Edward A. Allsop

Jim Amos

Bette A. & Philip A. Ayoub

Phyllis L. Baker

Ann and Alex Barr

Jeffrey P. Beale

Jeff Blood

Monique Boisvert-Guay

Christopher Bond

Stephanie Browne

Patricia Stewart Brent

Jeffrey Campbell

Roberta W. & Paul E. Carson

Danielle A. & Robert V. Cataldo

Jim Cote

Robert M. Cox, Jr.

Gerald J. Cullity

Barbara G. & James E. Duffy

Helen Edmonson

Ethel & Bernard H. Garil

Mary Dana Gershanoff

Betty L. & Melvin D. Goldberg

Peggy K.* & Arthur Grodd

Frances K. Heller*

Audrey & Lewis Horvitz

Carol A. Kaminsky

Edward D. Kane

Eileen & Arnold Kaplan

Senator and Mrs. Paul G. Kirk, Jr.

Donald Kufe, MD & Hillary R. Mankin-Kufe, Esq.

Sandra J. & James F. LaFond

Mary Ann Legere

Andrea Katsenes Logman

Ashley & Brian Lutz

Anne Madden

Albert A. Marcotte, Ph.D. ∞

Carol O'Connell Minkin

Richard A. Morin

Kathleen & Thomas W. Mullin

Donald T. Nowill

Marie Payton

Joan Karol & Irving Salloway

DuWayne Sayles

Judith P.* & S. Lawrence Schlager

Lydia Schoenfeld

Lawrence C. Sherman

Diane Spaziani

James G. Whiffen II

Doris M. Raphael Winder 

William S. Zielinski & Karen Lee Sobol

* Dana-Farber Trustee

∞ Deceased

Dana-Farber Society welcomed 91 new members in 2014

For a complete list of Dana-Farber Society 

members or for more information on joining 

the Dana-Farber Society, please contact 

Kathleen Kinnas at 617-632-6326 

or kathleen_kinnas@dfci.harvard.edu.
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It’s	been	25	transformative	years	since	the		

Dana-Farber	society	was	founded	by	a	group	of		

forward-thinking	donors.	this	incredible	milestone	

will	be	celebrated	in	June	2015	at	the	25th		

anniversary	Dana-Farber	society	Dinner,	and	

throughout	the	year	as	we	recognize	how	far	we	

have	come	in	the	fight	against	cancer	in	a	quarter-

century.	Learn	more	about	the	society,	how	to	

become	a	member,	and	this	special	anniversary	at	

Dana-Farber.org/DFS.			

CElEBratE thE 25th annivErSary of thE  
Dana-farBEr SoCiEty in 2015! 



rudi Epstein bravely fought breast cancer and 

uterine cancer within a four-year period. To 

minimize the stresses of travel during her 

grueling medical treatment at Dana-Farber, Trudi 

and her husband, Neil, twice relocated to Boston 

from their home in Western Massachusetts. Trudi felt 

fortunate to be able to move so close to world-class 

medicine, and found support in Dana-Farber’s com-

passionate staff during difficult days of chemotherapy 

and radiation. 

 Grateful for her care and the resources that helped 

her through her journey, Trudi was compelled to help 

other patients cope with the financial burdens of a 

cancer diagnosis. She established a generous  

charitable gift annuity (CGA)—a gift that provides 

Trudi with a steady income for life—to support 

patient assistance efforts at Dana-Farber.  Patient 

assistance funds provide financial support to alleviate 

some of the countless out-of-pocket expenses families 

may face when a loved one is battling cancer, such as 

transportation or parking fees.

 “The CGA provides me with retirement income 

similar to that of an investment portfolio, and the 

satisfaction of knowing that I am helping provide 

direct relief to patient families when they may be 

struggling,” Trudi says. “I am thrilled that I could 

help others through a gift that was so easy to make.”

 Trudi’s thoughtful CGA gift ensures Dana-Farber 

patient families have the emotional and financial  

support they need in addition to cutting-edge  

medicine—a vital aspect of Dana-Farber’s comprehen-

sive total patient care philosophy. 

 “It was very meaningful for me to aid others who 

are coping with the stress of treatment,” Trudi adds. 

Survivor eases burden for patients and their families with a 
Charitable Gift Annuity 

T

PlANNINGMATTERS: an estate planning newsletter from the Dana-Farber Society

	 85	 7.8%	 $780	 $5,622

	 80	 6.8%	 $680	 $4,965

	 75	 5.8%	 $580	 $4,503

	 70	 5.1%	 $510	 $4,002

	 65	 4.7%	 $470	 $3,363

Age	 Annuity Rate	 Annual Income
Income Tax
Deduction

Current	CGA	rAtes*	*For Single Life Beneficiary

*  Based on a $10,000 cash gift using the IRS Discount Rate of 2.2% for  

November 2014

Advance Dana-Farber’s  
mission to conquer cancer
Establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) is a 
great way to generate income for yourself and/or 
another beneficiary while supporting cancer research 
and patient care at Dana-Farber. 

Trudi Epstein’s CGA gives Dana-Farber patients the financial support 
they need during treatment—and provides Trudi with a steady income 
for life. 
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TURN THE TIDE 
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

NAME A ZEBRAFISH
AT DANA-FARBER CANCER INSTITUTE

The Zebrafi sh Display symbolizes the importance of 
zebrafi sh to the future of cancer research and treatment. 

Be a part of the Zebra� sh Display:
Please contact Hillary Goodie

617-582-8830 or 800-52-JIMMY

Zebrafi sh_Display@dfci.harvard.edu 

Learn more at Dana-Farber.org/zebrafi sh

Zebrafi sh named by December 31, 2014 will be installed 
in February 2015.

atricia Annino, Esq., a nationally recognized authority 

on how women can create, grow, and keep their wealth, 

shared her expertise at this spring’s estate planning 

seminar, “Smart Women, Smart Money.”  During an engaging and 

informative presentation and question-and-answer session, Patricia 

helped guests take the first steps toward putting their financial 

plans in order, and provided practical advice for the future. 

P

attendees	enjoyed	annino’s	informative	estate	planning	discussion

Smart Women, Smart Money 

Left	to	right:	dana-farber	society	member	Hillary	
mankin-Kufe,	esq.	and	institute	trustee	and		
dana-farber	society	member	Peggy	grodd

Left	to	right:	seminar	attendees	Kristin	abati	and	
nan	giner	with	guest	speaker	Patricia	annino,	esq.

BEquEStS: faSt faCtS
By establishing a bequest to Dana-Farber, you can:

• Control estate assets until your death

•  Designate a gift for cancer research and patient care 

through your will or trust

•  Leave a larger gift than might otherwise be possible  

during your lifetime

• Establish a legacy that will make your family proud

• Enjoy membership in the Dana-Farber Society

•  Make a profound difference in the lives of cancer patients 

and their families



S U P P O R T  T H E  J I M M Y  F U N D

Dana-Farber & the Jimmy Fund’s Holiday Collection

Cards and Gifts Proudly Made in New England

Presented by 

View and purchase our collection of holiday cards and gifts
Dana-FarberHoliday.org

INVEST IN A  
CANCER-FREE FUTURE
Help conquer cancer by naming Dana-Farber 

and the Jimmy Fund as a full or partial 

beneficiary of your retirement or life  

insurance plan. 

Consider the benefits and flexibility of these 

easy, tax-efficient gift options:

•  You do not need an attorney to makes these 

simple, convenient gifts

•  You can choose to designate a percentage of 

your plan or a fixed dollar amount

•  Your assets will transfer to Dana-Farber 

and the Jimmy Fund without being taxed, 

maximizing your future impact

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has been the top ranked 
cancer hospital in New England by U.S. News and 
World Report for 14 consecutive years, and is the only 
cancer center in the country ranked in the top 4 for both 
adult and pediatric cancer programs.

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
10 Brookline Place West, 6th floor 
Brookline, MA 02445-7226

For more information, please call 800-535-5577 
or email planning@dfci.harvard.edu to speak 
with a member of the Gift Planning team. 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has been given a 

4-star rating—the highest possible ranking—by 

Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent 

evaluator of non-profit organizations, for our 

ongoing commitment to maintaining a low cost-of-

funds-raised and being fiscally prudent.


