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Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s expert care and 

research not only saved Esther Zaff’s life almost a 

decade ago—they also make her healthy, active life 

as a mother of two possible today. To honor that fact and 

ensure that Dana-Farber’s lifesaving research continues into 

the future, Esther and her husband, Jon, made a gift to  

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund in their will. 

 In 2007, Esther, Jon, and their 3-year-old daughter, 

Gabriella, came to Boston from Washington, DC because 

Esther was in dire need of a stem cell transplant. She 

had undergone years of treatment for the blood disease, 

aplastic anemia, and an extremely rare genetic condition, 

dyskeratosis congenita (DKC), which causes bone marrow 

failure. Because of her DKC, traditional aplastic anemia 

therapies stopped working for Esther. She was referred to 

Joseph Antin, MD, chief and program director of Stem Cell 

Transplantation at Dana-Farber. 

 “Dr. Antin had not only heard of DKC, he had treated 

patients with it. This was not the case at other transplant 

centers we considered,” Esther said. 

 Dr. Antin’s expertise, compassionate care, and the kindness 

of everyone at Dana-Farber immediately reassured the family 

that they were in the right place. 

 “We really have a special love for everyone at Dana-Farber 

because of their commitment to total excellence in every 

area,” Esther said.

 Esther spent a year at home in isolation after her 

transplant, and continues to receive ongoing treatment for 

Graft Versus Host Disease (GVHD) at Dana-Farber’s Kraft 

Family Blood Donor Center. After Esther’s recovery, she and 

Jon welcomed their second daughter, Eliana. 

 “Dana-Farber is the reason we are here as a family,” Esther 

said. “It all comes back to Dana-Farber.”

 Esther and Jon were able to balance support for their girls 

and their desire to give back to the Institute in their estate 

plans. The Zaffs wanted to create a lasting impact at  

Dana-Farber and make sure future generations have access to 

the same care and groundbreaking therapies that Esther has 

experienced. Her current treatment for GVHD was developed 

at the Institute and allows her a much more manageable 

dose of medications than when she first began treatment.

 “Dana-Farber’s work in GVHD is life-changing research 

with absolutely real, positive effects on my life,” Esther said. 

“Those research protocols don’t fund themselves so we want 

to do our part and create a legacy that will outlast us.”
 
Making a gift to Dana-Farber that helps change lives is as simple 

as placing the following language in your will: “I bequeath 

(a specific amount, a portion of your total or residual 

estate) to Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Inc., 450 Brookline 

Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02215. Dana-Farber’s tax ID 

is 04-2263040.” 

Please contact Erin McKenna, Assistant Vice President, Gift Planning, at 

800-535-5577 or Erin_McKenna@dfci.harvard.edu, for more information 

on honoring a family member or caregiver through an estate gift to 

Dana-Farber.

LEARN	MORE	ABOUT	SUPPORTING	DANA-FARBER’S	FUTURE	AT	DANA-FARBER.ORG/GIFTPLANNING

Patient family’s estate gift to Dana-Farber  
is a celebration of life

Esther and Jon Zaff, with their daughters Gabriella (left), Eliana, and 
their dog, Effie, made a gift to Dana-Farber in their will to recognize 
the outstanding care Esther has received. 



 
Dear Friends,

   Thank you for another year 

of incredible support for Dana-

Farber and the Jimmy Fund. 

As we continue to advance 

the fight against cancer, the 

commitment and dedication of 

the planned giving community is invaluable.  

It is an exciting time at Dana-Farber; we welcomed 

Laurie H. Glimcher, MD, as Institute President and 

CEO on October 1. Dr. Glimcher is an internationally 

recognized immunologist who previously served as 

the Stephen and Suzanne Weiss Dean at New York’s 

Weill Cornell Medical College and was also professor 

of medicine and provost for medical affairs at Cornell 

University. Dr. Glimcher has a deep understanding of the 

latest developments in cancer research and treatments, 

and her strong leadership will no doubt guide  

Dana-Farber in its pursuit of our lifesaving mission. 

In June, we celebrated another wonderful Dana-Farber 

Society (DFS) Recognition Dinner, which you will read 

more about in this issue. When you make any type of 

planned gift, you are welcomed into this community of 

forward-thinking donors. If you are already a member, 

thank you! If not, I hope you will consider a gift to Dana-

Farber and the Jimmy Fund in your will, trust, or by 

naming Dana-Farber as the beneficiary of your retirement 

or insurance fund. We would be honored to welcome you 

as new members.

As you’ll read in the stories you find in Planning 

Matters, there are many ways planned gifts can be 

tailored to help you achieve your financial and charitable 

goals, and I would be delighted to speak with you about 

these benefits. If this is something you have already done 

or if you are interested in learning more, please feel free 

to contact me at Erin_McKenna@dfci.harvard.edu or  

800-535-5577.

Thank you once again for your continued investment 

in our mission to conquer cancer.

Sincerely,

Erin McKenna

Assistant Vice President, Gift Planning
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Use your retirement plan to  
conquer cancer
Support	Dana-Farber	and	the	Jimmy	Fund	through	your	Individual	

Retirement	Account	(IRA).	There	are	flexible,	convenient,	and	tax-

efficient	options	to	give	through	your	IRA.

■			Make	a	gift	directly	from	your	IRA.	If	you	are	70½	or	older,	

you	can	make	a	tax-free	gift	to	Dana-Farber	and	the	Jimmy	

Fund	of	up	to	$100,000	directly	from	your	rollover	or	tradi-

tional	IRA.	Contact	Erin	McKenna,	Assistant	Vice	President,	

Gift	Planning,	at	800-535-5577	for	a	sample	letter	to	send	to	

your	IRA	administrator.	

■				Name	Dana-Farber	and	the	Jimmy	Fund	as	a	beneficiary	

of	your	retirement	account.	You	can	add	Dana-Farber	as	a	

full	or	partial	beneficiary,	or	designate	a	percentage	of	your	

account.	No	attorney	is	required	to	make	this	simple,		

convenient	gift.	Dana-Farber’s	tax	ID	number	is	04-2263040.

You

Gift of property  
to Dana-Farber

+

=
Tax deduction for you

&
Support for our mission

Turn your real estate investment 
into a cancer-free future
Making	a	gift	of	real	estate	

to	Dana-Farber	Cancer	

Institute	and	the	Jimmy	Fund	is	

a	powerful	way	to	support	our	

lifesaving	mission	and	receive	

tax	benefits.

Your	contribution	of	a	primary	

residence,	vacation	home,	

undeveloped	land,	or	other	

property	could	help	conquer	

cancer	and	give	you	a	tax	

deduction,	while	possibly	avoiding	capital	gains	tax.	You	can	also	name	

Dana-Farber	as	a	partial	beneficiary	of	a	real	estate	gift.

Dana-Farber.org/RealEstate
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Dana-Farber Society Dinner recognizes  
continued progress

Dana-Farber	Society	member	
Ed	Boesel	

The 26th annual Dana-Farber Society (DFS) Dinner, held  

June 2 at the Mandarin Oriental, Boston, was an evening for 

DFS members to recognize Dana-Farber’s continued progress 

in the fight to conquer cancer. This progress is possible thanks 

to the support of the entire Society community. The DFS now 

includes more than 975 members from 32 states and  

three countries.  

A record number of guests attended 

this special event, which welcomed 

Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker as 

the keynote speaker. Gov. Baker remarked 

that Dana-Farber is at the forefront in 

developing cancer treatments through 

groundbreaking research. 

“In 2000, there were limited options for those diagnosed with 

cancer,” he said. “The amount of progress that has been made 

with Dana-Farber leading the way is really miraculous.”

With the incredible support of DFS members past, present, 

and future, Dana-Farber will continue to deliver compassionate 

patient care and world-leading cancer research for years to come. 

New	Dana-Farber	Society	members	Deena	and	
Len	Segal

Dana-Farber	Society	member	Ana	Sanchez	
(right)	and	her	cousin	Maria	Silverio	

Dana-Farber	Society	members	David	
and	Deborah	Lear

Dana-Farber	Society	Dinner	keynote	speaker	
Massachusetts	Governor	Charlie	Baker



Forty years ago, Maurice and Peg Ferriter’s youngest 

son, Joe, was diagnosed with Hodgkin lymphoma.  

The family received a recommendation to come to 

the Jimmy Fund Clinic at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

where Joe, then 11, began treatment under Stephen 

Sallan, MD, now Dana-Farber’s chief of staff emeritus and 

Quick Family Senior Investigator in Pediatric Oncology. 

 “We were very much impressed with Dr. Sallan,” said 

Maurice. “He answered all our questions and gave us the 

direction and support we needed.”

 Dr. Sallan’s care and the family’s experience at Dana-

Farber left such an impression that Joe was inspired 

to go to medical school. He is now a practitioner at a 

family medicine, hospice, and palliative care practice 

in Park City, Utah, where he lives with his wife, Jennie, 

an obstetrician, and their son, Kelton. Maurice and Peg 

became annual donors to Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 

Fund, and they found a way to do more in the fight 

against cancer that also lets them take care of family 

needs. The Ferriters created a Charitable Gift Annuity 

(CGA) to benefit Dana-Farber, which allows them to 

receive a fixed income for life and a tax deduction while 

supporting the Institute.  

 “CGAs are appealing because they are a good value to 

the donor and Dana-Farber,” Maurice said. “Dana-Farber 

is a first-rate organization and supporting it through a 

CGA was a win-win situation.”

 Maurice said the CGA was easy to establish. Maurice 

and Peg were happy to contribute to Dana-Farber and 

receive annual income they can count on, which provides 

them with peace of mind and security for the future. 

 “I can’t say enough about Dr. Sallan and Dana-Farber,” 

said Maurice.

 With their CGA, Maurice and Peg are ensuring  

Dana-Farber’s important work continues for the  

next generation.

Donors Maurice and Peg Ferriter created a CGA to benefit  
Dana-Farber in recognition of the care their son Joe received as a 
child. Pictured: Maurice (center) and Peg with Joe and Joe’s son, 
Kelton. 

Charitable Gift Annuity provides income for grateful  
patient family 

	85	 7.8%	 $780		 $5,502

	80	 6.8%	 $680	 $4,791

	 75	 5.8%	 $580		 $4,268

	 70	 5.1%	 $510		 $3,691	

	 65	 4.7%	 $470	 $2,956	

Age	 Annuity Rate	 Annual 
Income Tax 
Deduction

Advance Dana-Farber’s  
mission to conquer cancer  
and earn income
Establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)  

is a great way to generate income for yourself  

and/or another beneficiary while supporting 

Dana-Farber and the Jimmy Fund.

*Based on a $10,000 cash gift using the IRS Discount Rate of 1.6% for October 2016

CURRENT	CGA	RATES*	*For Single Life Beneficiary
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